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¥ine years ago this coming September about a dozen
men assembled at the home of Dick Wheeler and organized
the Western Division, thereby bscoming charter members
of the Train Colleciors Association. Cut of this small
group there has emerged to date seven Nationsl officers-

w0 presidents, cone wvice president, ard four directors.
In additicn to this, six of these ren have served as di-
visicnal presidents and three as divisional secretaries.
Under this abls leadership the Vestern Division has
growvn and prospered.

Over the years many problems have arisen and been re-
solved, however now, due to our large membership we face
a serious situation. Up to the present time our monthly
meetings have been held for the most part in the membsrs'
homes but of late most of these homes are proving lnad-
equate to handle the large crcwds. Consequently, drastic
steps must be taken and we have at least two alternatives.
A large hall or meeting place can be rented, or, the Divi-
sion can be separated into several chaplters. There are
disadvantages in either plan. A central meeting hall means
no personal collection to study and admire as well as an
added cost to each member. If we have two or three groups
meating separately, rivalry could develope to a peint
that would spoil the unity of the Western Division and
ultimately spell its downfali.

So = we are asking for ideas. Please write us a letter
setting forth your thoughts on the subject and for the
best letter we will offer a worthwhile prize for your col-
lection. Qur Board of Directors will do the Jjudging and
this will automatically eliminate each member of the Board
from competition. All letters are to become the property
of the Western Division and may be printed in the Bulletin.
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The contest is open to members of other divisions as
well as our own and will close October 31, 1963. Ad-
dress all mzil te Gordon Nesbitt, Editor, 3004 Vaxson
Road, El ionte, California.
Wes Fry

The next club meeting will be Sept. 6, 1963

and wlll be held at Gerry Brown's. This will
no doubt be a most interesting neeting in as
much as Jerry andé his son Dick operate thoirp

trains on an cutdoor leyout,

Our October meeting will be at Yard Himbsll's
in San Gebrlel. This 1s where we ride the
rails of the narrow gage Grizzly Flais R3.

There 1s a nice and interesting publication
that some of you perhaps don't knoy about
coming irom Hunhall, Penna. called the
TINFLATE REVIEY,The editor is Allen Short
3564 Weyne Rd. $2 for 7 issues Try it,

TSN MR S S T e S e - . ey e T e e

It 1s most interesting to read the publication
"The Hidwest TCAer" from the boys in and
around the Chicago area. WNotlce they have
crowds of 40 or more at their meetings, How
do they do 1t ? Ieeting halls or private
homes? Soume of us seen to think the Jestern
dlv. hes problems along these lines. Who are
the ones that don't enjoy our meetings
because they are so crowded that they ccanot
breathe ? Speak up, and bring your saswer to
the attention of us all during the nesting.
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OFYERATING GROUF FROGRESS REPORT
" by Jerry Brown

One aspect of collecting tinplate tralns that
1s often discussed but seldom put into praciice
is the actual operation of the collection itens.
Varlous reasons are put forth, such as, not
wanting to risk denaging a nint condition iten,
or a sel of cars in fair condition but the loco
1s not in operating condition, ete. However,
there are usually loco’s and cars in the collect-
O0rs possession that he would have no gualns
about rumnlng if he had the layout to do so.

Fermanent operating layouts seem to be few and
far between. When we do get the urge to operate,
it is usualiy quite a project to set up the
track, conneet wires, etc. to get it functioning
and then comes the tear down opersgtion when the
wife has "had 1t", A1l in all it is not always
a Satlsfying experience, Especlally when that
AF stean engine keeps jumping off the track -
golng thru a Lionel switch or a iLlonel engine
third rzil collector drops down into the AF
switch.

During various times in 1562. Fauly, Shadler,
theeler, Geo Smilth, Nelgon, Frye, Harris,
Hesbitt, Applegate,Kurten and other members,
and myself discussed the pogsibility of establ-
ighing a permanent lzyout for TCA members to
operate at their convenlence, Ambition, desire,
and equipnent to operate were present but space
and location were major stumbling blocks. The
idea of renting space was dlsmissed azs the cost
would De prohlbltive, A permanent meeting place
Tor our expanding membership would provide the
space for an operating layout but again sgree-
ment as to location, together with the cost of
renting space, stagnated this 1dea.

To get the show on the road the interested
memnbers gathered at Geo Smith's on Jen. 18, 1963
for an evening of operation and discussion as

to further plens. George devoted many hours
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before the meetling seiting up the dual track
and taliing measures to assure faultless oper-
ation, The Harch Bulletin described this event.
His curved track utilized 072 curved rail on
standard gage tles and pretiy well decided us
on the radius of curves we desired.

George had avallable an ex-chlcken house that
could be renovated and fixed up with some effort,
however, it secmed that various ciiy regulations
made it a doubtful enterprise and was shelved.
Bill Jeffery offered the second floor space of
his 4 car gagage for the layout. The gerage is
buillt 1n the architectural sityle of a Dutch
barn. The hitch to thls was the lack of a second
floor; he had never gotten around to putting it
in, His offer of providing materials, space and
operatling power at no charge 1f we provided the
labor to install the floor and layout was .
Plcked up by the members, Ralph Fauly was
selected to- chalrman the operating group and
keep things rolling. A work party was scheduled
for Feb.2nd, the die was cast, we were on our
way to a floor ralsing party st Jeffery's barnm.

The inltlal work party consisted of Shadler
(the only carpenter in the buach), Jeffery,
Pauly, Benls, Dick Brown & nyself. By the end
of the aftermoon under Shadlers exrpéerienced
direction & examble, we had all the beams and
Jolsts into place and felt a real sense of
acconplishmant. During the intervening time
untlil our next work party, Jeffery was to
finallze the work we had accomplished, secure
the permanent floor supporting columas and
obtaln the plywood flooring, In the meanwvhile
we were to think about the shape of the layout,
how extensive it was to be, "O" gage:as well as
standard gage, track to be utilized, ohe.

to be continued ---
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A.F, CIRCUS TRAIN
by
Leroy Lowcden

o
2

]
[
)

I_.:.Q
o
SO B IO

3
—t ok
o
S|
©
-1
o
0y
0

,‘
=
b]
O

S

&

ch

3G

[

@

O

O Fy

02

-
chQ Boo

o

oy
T i O ]
&}
RO I

[OER SN
&
-

14
& o
¢l
e
38

[
P
I

1
© Omwm

0

¥l

con
Torwcdo Locomotiv
verse ualt located

e 1

4=t
¥

3y I m
o
ck - O

e

T el o cFm
ol
- 0O m
H
(@)
1

e O
R
@]
L
© -
'
c
-
3
t
o
i
D
o
|t
o]
] 1
O
(@]
1}
a 1
(2

ot

)
-y

1lia
(American Flyer Cirecus)
comotive and 2lso on the
t have sncke, choo-choo
conpanion carg consisted
. 043 Circus Flat czire of Die-casit
£ enutleled yelliow wlth red lettering on
ide, Bach fiot car carvied a plastic
26 two riastic aanimal cage wagons in
red, blue and green. Zcch cage had =z niniture
aninel inside, The wagons could be unloaded
from the flat cars and used in parades cte,
The last car maXking up the train was = No.649
Circug Iuilnan, This was a regular Ney Haven
type coach enameled bright yellow wlth the
words (Vorlds Greztosth Show{ in eircus red
below the windows. The couplete train measured
3f%.115 in, vhen assembled, A 27 piece card-
‘board Circus set, consisting of a main tent,
side show tents, animal cages, main portal,
ticket booth, Calliope, Hot dog stand, Circus
wagons, Clowas, Trainers, Three rings, Spect-
ators, and packet of tickets was included. To
sun it up, you got everything to pui on a
great show. This set was sold only in 1950 &
1951, although the Fo,643 Circus flat car was
avallable until 1954, This wag a veriation, ..
however, as the 1953 & 54 models were of
blastic instead of Die Castings. There are
very Tew of these gets found today, and the
collector who has one in his collection is
considered very fortunate,
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One of our nmost recent ney menbersg has had
some expserience in colleciting tinplate trein
that not many of us have hed, 1n that o ¢
percentage of these itrains have been obia!
by trading with fellows across the couantry,
rather than locally. Also unique with this nou
member 1s that these trains he finds zre nal
available to our chapter nenbers, somebiiing
here-to-fore seldom done within our local
chepter. This member is Ed Warner, and wo czn
expect to hear from him on the above subject
in the near future.

e T I

Our meeting in July was held at Bill Ho
due to the last minute rush workload by
Al Shadler who was to have had the mesting, we
took advantage of Bill's generosity, (Ch: the
joys of being a bachelor)

IPLsS S

In August we went to Relph Schissler's. This
meeting, as usuzl at Relphs, was enjoyed br
everyone, since his collectlon 1s most out-
stending. We aore stlll cnazed how it keels
growing with 211 the new pleces he has cdded
since we met there the lost time., The buillding,
(garage) is literally bulging at the seans.
There was a good turnout with 44 members ond
guests. The auctlon astied over 3230 over

and above the trading ond selling that tooX
place before the neeting beman., It was oo
to have Abie Clark with us from Visalla. Ee
brought with hin culte & load of trains, and
he went home with =z few different ones. Cone
ageln Able, we esnsclally enjoy having oui ¢
town members.,
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-- TRADING FOST --

Ralph Fauly has a nice 700E with Lobough
drive wheels , and minus a tender that he
wants to sell or trade. He would like to
have a sot of AF Lone Scout coaches,

Gordon Nesbitt needs a motor for a Lionel #10.
would also like to have a junk 7OE Has a
Lionel 746 and a green 10 set for trading.

i T e A e ) T e

Wes Frye desperately needs a Lionel combine
coach #181 in maroon that is in good conditlon.

e R —

Roy Lowden is looking for some coaches to go
with his recently acquired gray 392. Could be
elther 424, 425 & 426 or 309, 310 & 312,

e e S i T e e e W

Ray Nelson needs a Tew things,-- a lead truck
for a 384 loco. any litho AF std. gage coaches,
Junker AF #4019. A roof for a AF "O" gage
cabooge #1111, and last but not least, a IMARX
Hocking Valley gondola 3/16 scale.

v dan Tm e e e e e e e -

Jim urten wants to swap a mint conditlion
4OOE Blue Comet set for a President Specilal

- v e

Blll Davlis wants pre-war Llonel box cars,
either scale or tinplate trucks & couplers,



